
Thomas W. Stewart

“Invented the Mop in 1893”

“Cleanliness and hygiene have long been thought to be requirements
of civilization, and the ability to maintain a clean space has led to the
development of a massive global industry. From detergent to floor
polishers, the world of cleaning equipment is a truly massive one.
One of the most basic and effective tools in your arsenal in the war
on dirt is the mop. It allows reach, effective absorption, and
broom-like benefits. This humble item is taken for granted in most
households, but it is often one of the things that we use the most.
Once again, gratitude is owed to an African American inventor, and in
this case, his name was Thomas Stewart.

Stewart is a prolific inventor who often collaborated with others in
order to create useful patents. He is credited with improving the
traffic signal in conjunction with William Johnson, and also developed
an oscillating machine that made it easier to bend and shape metal.
While both of these are amazing achievements in their selves, Stewart
received fame for developing a mop design that is the template for
modern designs.

His concept is fairly standard now, but in the 1880’s, the idea was a
total revolution. the problem at the time was that mops still required
those using them to manually wring out the fibres, which was
physically demanding, and wasted a lot of time. Stewart did away the
spaghetti style mop, and designed a long stick with a clamp that held
the fibre in place. Once the material was saturated, a series of springs



were pulled to draw the clamp shut, expelling the accumulated water
and dirt.

This kind of inventive spirit really sparked the development of the
cleaning industry as a whole, and without the contribution of Thomas
Stewart, we would more than likely be scrubbing flaws on our hands
and knees.”
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