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UNITED STATES:

PaTENT OFFICE.

'LEONARD C.-BAILEY, OF W ASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

FOLDING B,Ep.r" -

SPEOIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 629,286, dated July 18, 1899,
Application filed May 19,1889, Serial No. 717,520, (No modeL.}

To all whom it may conceri: .
Be it known that I, LEONARD C. BAILEY; &
citizen of the United States, residing at Wash-
ington, in the District of Columbia, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Folding Beds; and I do declare the follow-
of the invention, such as will: enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same. .
© My invention relates to a portable folding
or.collapsible bed; and the object is to pro-
vide a simple, inexpensive, convenient, and
durable article of this character. '

To this end the invention consists in the
construetion, combination, and arrangement
of the several elements of the device, as will
be hereinafter more fully described, and par-
ticularly pointed out in the claims. ’

In the accompanying drawings the same
reference characters indicate the same parts
of the device. o .

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a folding
bed embodying my invention.
detail section of one of the counterpart head
and foot posts and the contiguous end of the
side rail. Fig. 3is a longitudinal section of
one of the side rails to show the hinge-joint.

Fig. 4 is a detail section of the upper end of

one of the head-posts, showing the removable
acornornament, Fig. 5isa perspective view
showing another manner of assembling the

‘bed. Fig. 6isa detail view of one of the lock- .
joints conneecting

the side rails and the foot
and head posts. ~Fig. 7is a bottom plan view
of the bed-bottom. Fig.8isa transverse sec-
tion of the same, and Fig. 9.is a transverse
section of the modified form of bed-bottom.
11 denote the upper sections of the counter-

part head and foot posts, and each consists-of”

a pieceof comparatively thin steel tubing, the
upper end of which is internally threaded to
receive the detachable

ceive the canopy-cord 4. B _

The lower end of each post-section 1 1 has
prazed in it a projecting threaded plug or
stud 5, which engages the T-couplings 6 6,

which are conneeted by a eross-brace 7, and

the lower ends of these couplings 6 are pro-
vided with a longitudinal tapering tooth or

" tongue 8, which engages a _eorresponding Te-

ing to be a full, clear, and exact description’

Fig. 2 is a

acorn knob 2, which
is formed with a transverse orifice 3 to re-

cess 9 in the abutting edge of a similar plug
or T -coupling 10, which encompasses the
threadless shaunk of a plag or stud-bolt 12,
brazed in the lower head-post section 1, the
projecting end of the stud-bolt 12 having a
threaded engagement with the contiguousend
of the coupling 6. The tongue 8 does not bot-
tom in the recess 9, so that when screwed to-
gether the tongue is wedged in the recessand
a rigid joint is attained which prevents any
tendency to ¢‘wabbling” or lateral move-
ment, and this construction also provides for
wear, which can only take place on the sides
of the tongue and recess, and such wear is
fully compensated for by allowing the abut:
ting ends to come closer together. )
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. The lower ends of the tubular sections 1’1 .

are each provided with a brazed stud 13,
the projecting ends of which have a threaded
engagement with the T-couplings 14 14,which
in turn have threaded engagement with the

70

tubular cross-brace 15. The lateral sockets

10’ of the T-couplings 10 also havea threaded
engagement with the stud-bolt 16, brazed in
the contiguous ends of the side rails 17 17,
which are divided transversely about midway
of their length. These meeting ends are in-
ternally threaded to receive the externally-
threaded counterpart sockets 18 18, the meet-
ing ends of which are formed with alined lon-
gitudinal recesses 18’ to receive the bar 19,
which is pivoted in the abutting ends of the
sockets by the rivets 2020. It will be noted
that the outer end of one of the sockets Is
sunken below the end of its encompassing
tube, while the meeting end of the other pro-

jects a corresponding distance beyond theend

of its tube, and when the parts arealined, as

_shown in Fig. 6, the projecting end of the one
‘socket exténds into the recess in the opposite
‘tube,

formed by depressing the end of the
contiguous socket, as heretofore described, to
assist in forming a rigid joint when the two
sections are alined.

21 denotes a sleeve snugly encompassing
and havingasliding engagement with theside
rails and when slid over the joint gives addi-
tional rigidity to the rail at this point, and,
as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 6, this sleeve
may be slid clear off the joint to permit the
two sections to be folded parallel
other. The outer ends of thissleeve are cham-

with each
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fered, as shown, to facilitate its insertion in
the hem 22 of the canvas bed-bottom 23, as
shown in Fig. 9.

In Figs. 1 and 5 the bottom laps- over or
around the side rails,and its parallel edgesare
provided with eyelets 24 and a lacing-cord 25,
as shown in Figs. 7 and 8, to give the proper
tension to the fabric comprising the bottom.

26 denotes the pillow-case, having its lower
edge 27 stitched to the bed-bottom, and one
of its end edges 28 is left open to stuff the
pillow and remove the filling when the bot-
tom and pillow are washed.

In Fig. 5 X have shown the upper sections
11 of the foot-posts removed and the knobs
2 2 fitted in the couplings 6 6, which arrange-
ment, together with the pillow-sham A, sup-
ported from the canopy-cord between the
head-posts, presents a mneat and attractive
form of bed for household use.

‘While my improved bed is primarily in-
tended for hospital use on account of its hy-
gienic properties and the facility with which
it-ean be kept clean and rendered antiseptie,
its' nses under other conditions are manifold
from eonvenience with which it can be packed
in a small compass for transportation or stor-
age and the facility with which it can be as-
sembled in an emergency.

.The accompanying drawings show my in-
vention in the best form now known to me;
but many changes in the details might be
made within the skill of a good mechanic
without departing: from the spirit of my in-
vention as set forth in the claims at the end
of this specification.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new and useful, and desire

to secure by Letters Patent of the United
States, is—

1. In a folding bed, the side rails divided
transversely, slotted sockets fitted in the
meeting ends of said rails,a pivoted bar con:
necting the abutting ends of said sockets, and
a chamfered sleeve having a sliding engage-
ment with said divided rails, substantially as
shown and deseribed.

2. In a folding bed, the side rails divided
transversely, slotted sockets fitted in the con-
tiguous ends of said rails, one of said sockets
extending beyond the end of its rail and the
other depressed within its rail to form a pocket
for the projecting end of the opposite socket,
a bar pivotally connecting said sockets, and
a sleeve having a sliding engagement with
said rails, substantially as shown and de-
seribed.

3. In a folding bed, a bed-post comprising
an upper and lower section, a serew-threaded
plug secured to the upper section and a screw-
threaded plug secured to the lower section
and provided intermediate its ends with a
smooth portion, a' serew-threaded sleeve con-
necting the serew-threaded ends of said plugs;
and a sleeve mounted on the smooth portion
of the plug, said sleeves having an interlock-
ingnon-rotatable connection, substantiall yas
and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto sct
my hand in presence of two subseribing wit-
nesses,

LEONARD C. BAILEY.

Witnesses:
Bens. G. Cowr,
WILBUR HAUER.
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